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REMARKS 

The application has been amended and is believed to be 
in condition for allowance. 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication 
that claims 16 and 36 are directed to allowable subject matter. 

Claims 7 and 8 have been amended, but only as to form, 
i.e., ''wherein the water-reactive material reacting with the 
water is 

The remaining claims have been rejected as obvious over 
RETTENBACHER 5,916,503. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Claim 1 recites: ""feeding natural fiber material, 
binding agent and a water-reactive material to the materials' 
treating apparatus," and '"the natural fiber material being fed 
into the apparatus with a water moisture percentage more than 1%, 
and said water-reactive material reacts with the water present in 
said natural fiber material and released from said natural fiber 
material; " . 

For the recited natural fiber material, rice husk is 
offered. See OA page 3, top paragraph. 

For the recited binding agent, the Official Action 
states that '"the binding agent can be of the type contemplated by 
applicants, ... . See column 2, lines 42-61." 

Although the Official Action states that ""RETTENBACHER 
teaches a method ... feeding natural fiber product having a 
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moisture content of 6-25 wt% into said apparatus with a water 
reactive material that reacts with the water present in the 
natural fiber product and wherein the moisture removed from said 
fiber product is in the form of steam", there is no 
identification of the recited ^'water-reactive material". 

This is because there is not water-reactive material 
disclosed and further, there is no water reaction disclosed. 

Thus, the recitation of ^'feeding natural fiber 
material, binding agent and a water-reactive material to the 
materials' treating apparatus," is not taught or suggest since 
there is no disclosure of any water-reactive material. 
Additionally, the recitation of '"the natural fiber material being 
fed into the apparatus with a water moisture percentage more than 
1%, and said water-reactive material reacts with the water 
present in said natural fiber material and released from said 
natural fiber material;" is not taught or suggested since there 
is no disclosed reaction between water and a water-reactive 
material. 

RETTENBACHER only discloses feeding a polymeric binder 
into an apparatus, e.g., a starch-containing binder. This starch 
binder is mixed with the moisture of the natural fiber but is not 
reacted therewith. Thus, the starch is not a water-reactive 
material. The starch is not reacted with the water. 

Thus, each independent claim is non-obvious. 
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Further, claim 5 recites the reaction of the material reacting 
with water is started in the materials' treating apparatus by 
« means of heat and moisture. Although the references may disclose 

heat and moisture, there is no disclosure of a reaction of a 
water-reactive material and water being started by means of heat 
and moisture. 

Claim 7 recites that the water-reactive material 
reacting with the water is a cross-linking agent or a plastic 
compound cross-linkable by the effect of water. Although the 
reference teaches, e.g., claim 4, ''the mixture further contains 
at least one bi- or polyf unctional modifying agent capable of 
forming cross-linking bridges between molecules of the binder, 
under conditions of extrusion, said modifying agent being 
selected from the group consisting of short-chained di- or 
polycarboxylic acids, di- or poly(thi)ols and their derivatives, 
molecules containing tertiary amino acid groups, and 
polyphosphoric acids", these disclosed materials are not reactive 
with the water but rather react with the binder. 

Claim 8 recites wherein the water-reactive material 
reacting with the water is a coloring agent. No water-reactive 
coloring agent is disclosed by the reference. There is no basis 
for not giving patentable weight to this recitation. 

Claim 31 specifically recites that ''the water-reactive 
material is selected from the group consisting of a cross-linking 
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agent and a plastic compound cross-linkable by water" . As noted 
above, this is not disclosed by the reference. 

Claims 32 and 38 recite a water-reactive coloring 
agent, which is not disclosed by the reference. Further, claim 
38 requires more than mere mixing, i.e., "reacting, within the 
apparatus, the water-reactive coloring agent with the water 
moisture present in the natural fiber material to color the 
natural fiber material". 

These above-noted reactive recitations are not taught 
or suggested by RETTENBACHER . 

Applicants therefore respectfully request 

reconsideration and allowance of all the pending claims. 

Applicants believe the present application is in 
condition for allowance and an early indication of the same is 
respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 

Roland E. Long, Jr., Reg .>Ne<^41 , 949 
745 South 23''*^ Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
REL/mjr Telefax (703) 685-0573 
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